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that passage of Jeremiah * which the Epistle to the Hebrews
also makes use of to justify the New Covenant of Christianity.

In order to gain admission, the candidate had to apply,
after promising to renounce the'life of corruption. He had
also to be approved by a duly appointed " inspector " (mebaqqer],
who held a preliminary inquiry concerning his mode of life and
personal worth. If the verdict was favourable, he wras then
required to take an oath of obedience to the Law of Moses
and the rules of the Community. A monthly subscription
supplied the funds necessary for defraying the cost of charit-
able works and communal expenses. Like the Jewish com-
munity itself, the Covenant comprised priests, Levites, lay
members and proselytes. All were duly inscribed in the roll
and were organized in groups or camps, of from ten to a thou-
sand persons. At the head of each group were a priest, and
an inspector who fulfilled the functions of overseer and admin-
istrator. He was required to be versed in the Law and in its
interpretation according to the Covenant; one of his duties
was to provide instruction for his flock. A tribunal of ten
members exercised supreme judicial authority over the Com-
munity, having power to inflict various punishments, especially
that of excommunication and, in certain cases, of death. As
a whole, the rules of the sect convey the impression of a rule
of life according to the Law rather than a body of doctrine.
Nevertheless, it is not unlikely that a body of doctrine did
exist side by side with the rule of life, consisting probably in
an original Mishnah, that is, in a more or less distinctive
interpretation of the Tor ah.2

There are reasons for believing that the sect goes back to
the middle of the third century B.C.3 It was the result of a
desire for righteousness, that is, a desire for a stricter observ-
ance of the Law, whereby its adherents might distinguish them-
selves from the mass of Jews who were considered to have
become lax. These sectaries therefore made a new Covenant
with God, through the intermediary of a Lawgiver, or Preacher

1 Jer. xxxi. 31-4 :  " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,"
etc.

2 XLVII, i, 495, n.

3 This  dating has  given rise to  heated   controversy.    The   most
moderate and widespread view is that (c/. CCLXXVII, 290, n. 6) which
places the origin of the sect (which may well have survived into the
Middle Ages) in the period before the destruction of the Temple.    It
would therefore be all but contemporary with Christianity.   Some (c/.
LI, 331) would even push it back to a date near 170 B.C., i.e. in the
Maccabaean age.